
 

Pallbearers 

 
  Andrew Matthew             Varghese Thomas 

           Mathew George                  Jacob Mathew 

    Jeffrey Kandathil             James Kandathil 

           Joshua Matthew                  Jeremy Thomas 

 

 

Acknowledgement: 

 
Our family wishes to express our deepest gratitude for the many calls and 

acts of kindness shown to us during this difficult time.  The outpouring 

of love, affection and prayers has provided great comfort to us as we 

remember our beloved Papa.  We will miss him greatly and take comfort 

and strength in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

“And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light 

of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign 

forever and ever.”     

    Revelation 22:5 

 

 
 
 

 

In Loving Memory 
 

 
 

 

Joseph Cherian Mattappillil 
January 23, 1938 

October 7, 2021 

 

 

For if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die 

for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are 

the Lord’s.    

Romans 14:8 

 

 

 



OBITUARY 
 

Joseph Cherian Mattappillil was born on January 23, 1938. He was the first son 
and second child of Mr. Cherian Matttapillil and Sosamma Cherian of the 

Mattapillil Family. 
Joseph Mattapillil was born and brought up in Koothattukulam, Kerala as a strict 

Orthodox Syrian Christian. As a child, he attended Sunday church service and 
Sunday school. He went on to serve as a Sunday school teacher and headmaster 
at his church. His favorite subject in school was arts and crafts and he particularly 
enjoyed calligraphy. He loved sports and earned recognition as his high school’s 
best all-around athlete for 3 consecutive years. After completing high school, he 

spent a year studying art and worked as an art teacher at his alma mater. 
In his early 20’s he joined the Kerala home guards and underwent military 

training. He earned the best cadet award and served them for 2 years. He then 
moved to Chennai where he joined the TATA Company as a soccer player. He 
then underwent an engineering apprenticeship with TATA and worked at the 

company. Later he moved to the Indian Oxygen LTD where he worked as a plant 
engineer until his retirement. Even while he worked, he maintained his passion 

for sports. He played and captained Indian Oxygen LTD’s volleyball team for 
many years. During his playing days, he traveled across the country with his 

team, competed, and won numerous awards for his company. 
He and his wife Saramma of the Palakkadan family, Kothamangalam, married in 

1968. The couple attended St. Thomas Orthodox Cathedral in Broadway, 
Chennai. Joseph stayed actively involved in the church and served as a 

committee member for many years. Joseph and Saramma were blessed with 4 
daughters and made sure to instill the value of the church in their children. 
His love of Christ manifested itself in his many great qualities. Joseph was 

diligent, self-disciplined, punctual, perseverant, and a perfectionist. His most 
distinctive quality was his generosity. He went above and beyond for anyone 

who reached out to him for help. 
Since the year 2004, he periodically visited his daughters in the United States. 
Joseph permanently moved to the United States in 2019 and resided in New 

Jersey. While in New Jersey, he had the privilege of attending the Sts. Basilios – 
Gregorios Malankara Orthodox Church and meet the members of the church and 

have fellowship with them. 
Over the last 3 years, he was happy to spend time with his daughters, their 
families, and his grandchildren. He enjoyed sharing his life experiences and 

achievements with his grandchildren. He is survived by his wife Saramma Joseph, 
children Susan Matthew, Swapna Kandathil, Simi Varghese, Smitha Mathew; son 

in laws; Andrew Matthew, Mathew Kandathil, Varghese Thomas and Mathew 
George; and his grandchildren; Jonathan, Joshua, Jeffrey, James, Jeremy, Jacob, 

Jemimah, Jacob and Jonah. 

ORDER OF SERVICES 
 

Visitation:   Friday, October 15, 2021 from 5:00pm until 8:00pm 
at Saints Basilios-Gregorios Orthodox Church. 
9 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 
Funeral Services: Saturday, October 16, 2021 beginning 

9:00am at Saints Basilios-Gregorios Orthodox Church. 
9 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 
Burial: 11:30 am at Resurrection Burial Park 
899, East Lincoln Avenue, Piscataway, NJ 08854 

(Funeral Procession will enter using Morris Avenue Entrance) 
 

Funeral Home Website: www.PiscatawayFuneralHome.com 
 

Livestream Link: https://vimeo.com/event/1365429 
 

Saints Basilios-Gregorios Orthodox Church Website:  
www.sbgocnj.org 
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